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1. Country Report

Recent works on Filipino Speech Synthesis investigated
the effect of incorporating intensity, duration and pitch
modification models, on the performance of Filipino speech
synthesizers [1]-[2]. ASRs for Filipino speech are applying
NLP techniques in order to improve their performance [3].
For this purpose, a large Filipino text database was built by
harvesting documents from World Wide Web using a Query-
based scheme in order to improve statistical language models
for Filipino [4]. Filipino ASR system based on the CMU
Sphinx Framework was used to perform closed captioning of
Filipino Video News Broadcasts [5]. Empirical studies were
also done on Filipino speech rhythm [6], and feature space
reduction for faster speech recognition [7]. Some completed
works focused on real-time implementation of speech
technology-aligned  techniques using DSP-specialized
hardware [8]-[10], development of novel algorithms for
speech coding and voice enhancement in Next Generation
Networks (NGN) [11]-[14], a vowel classification system of
Filipino Sung speech for music education [15], and tools for
automatic laughter segmentation and affect classification
[16]-[17]. A Filipino Multimodal Emotion Database [18]
containing acted and simultaneous Filipino emotional speech
was also created to support research on affective systems.
The bi-directional hybrid machine translation system for
English and Filipino is now made available for public use
through the Language Grid Playground [19]. On-going
projects include automatic story generation and the
elLegislation and eParticipation system [20] for the
Philippine Senate Blue Ribbon Committee. The latter,
funded by PANeGOV, is a system prototype created for the
BRC stakeholders (e.g. general public, legislative staff) to
extract, retrieve and organize existing and future data for
easier reference and use.
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